
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

HOMEWORK CLUB 
 

The Homework Club is a scheme funded by The Salvation 
Army, created by CLAN and Kerry Watson (Development 
Worker, The Salvation Army), run in partnership with Families 
Outside.  
 

The purpose of the scheme is to provide integrated literacy 
support to promote positive time between children and their 
fathers.  Children bring in homework from school and 
complete this with dad while mum participates in a supported 
group session looking at prison-based issues. 
 

The six arranged sessions have now been completed, and 
results are currently pending evaluation.  
 

Should the Homework Club prove successful, further sessions 
may be arranged in the future. 
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PARLIAMENTARY MEMBERS DEBATE 
The impact of parental imprisonment on children 
 

On the 30 June 2010, Members of the Scottish Parliament (MSPs) debated the impact 
of parental imprisonment on children.  This followed a motion lodged by MSP Aileen 
Campbell upon publication of Tânia Loureiro’s report, Perspectives of Children and 

Young People with a Parent in Prison, which Tânia conducted on behalf of Scotland’s 
Commissioner for Children and Young People (SCCYP) and Families Outside. 
 

It was unusually busy for a Members’ Debate, with 20 MSPs in the chamber (11 SNP, 5 Lab, 2 Con, 1 LibDem, and 1 Green, 
concluding with the Minister for Children and Early Years), nine of whom spoke and raised a range of issues. The debate was 
very positive, with most contributions of a good quality and showing commitment to the issue across party lines. 
 

Debate transcript link http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/officialreports/meetingsParliament/or-10/sor0630-02.htm#Col28020 
 

Families Outside continues to work in partnership with SCCYP, Action for Children, Barnardo’s, and Children in Scotland to 
promote awareness in Parliament of children’s needs and rights when a family member goes to prison.  We are pleased to see 
the growing awareness of and support for this issue and encourage you to write to your MSP about it. 

FAMILY VALUES TRAINING SEMINAR 
 

The Family Values training seminar hosted by Families Outside 
and Carol Shapiro on 21 May 2010 was attended by a broad 
range of organisations including the Scottish Prison Service, 
Criminal Justice and Children & Families Social Workers, 
chaplains, government officials, voluntary sector partners 
(including from England), academics and family members. 
 

The training tools discussed during the day – Relational 

Enquiry Tool, Ecomaps, and Strengths-based Genogram – are 
linked to video guides available to download from our 
website along with feedback from the day. 
 

An interview with Carol Shapiro, talking about the importance 
of engaging with families in the criminal justice process will 
also soon be available to download from our website at 
www.familiesoutside.org.uk 

 

                 WEBSITE HITS  (06/04/10 – 12/07/10) 
 

        23,496 

NATIONAL FAMILY WEEK 
 

National Family Week is the UK's largest annual celebration 
of family life, aiming to highlight the value of quality time 
together and promote benefits of healthy, active lifestyles. 
 

On Saturday 5 June Barnardo's Scotland, Families Outside, 
The Salvation Army and family contact officers from HMP 
Edinburgh arranged a sports day for the imprisoned fathers 
and their children.  HMP Edinburgh library also arranged for  
 a mobile library to be available outside 
 the Visitors’ Centre on the day.  Overall, 
 the day was a great success with the 
 prison reporting some of the best 
 feedback it had ever received. 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/fo                   EASYFUNDRAISING                http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/fo 
 

Support Families Outside for free when shopping online with over 600 retailers including Amazon, Ebay, Tesco, Argos, Next, 

M&S, John Lewis, Debenhams, HMV, Vodaphone, Play.com, The Body Shop, Interflora, Comet, DELL and many many more… 

NEW POSTS 
 

During the summer of 2010, Families 
Outside will have two additional 
staff members join our team – a 
part-time Helpline Worker and a 
new Family Support Worker.  Both 
of these posts will allow our family 
support work to expand in the west of Scotland and also 
move into the north east. 
 

This work has been made possible by funding from The Big 
Lottery (Routes Out Of Prison Project), Crossreach and an 
anonymous donor.  Thanks to all of them for their support. 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

LIFE/TIME PROJECT 
 

Over the last 18 months Families Outside has been working 
with HMP Edinburgh and other agencies in delivery of the 
Life/Time crime and safety awareness days for secondary 
schools within Lothian & Borders.  The aim of the project is to 
raise awareness among young people of the consequences of 
their behaviour, with the workshops delivered by Families 
Outside looking at how imprisonment might affect not just 
the young people themselves but also their family and 
friends.   In these sessions we aim to share our experiences 
with the young people so they are more aware of their 
choices in a particular situation.   
 

Overall, Life/Time has reinforced our views of what young 
people want and need: to be kept informed and involved; to 
have a place to talk without ‘taking sides’; to have more 
understanding of the complex range of emotions experiences 
by children and young people and support to work through 
these; practical help and support; and ways of building their 
self-esteem. 
 

Originally a pilot project focusing on one school, Life/Time has 
evolved to embrace many more schools and continues to 
grow thanks to the funding from Lothian & Borders 
Community Justice Authority. 

  Families Outside is a company limited by guarantee registered In Scotland No. 236539 and is recognised as a Scottish charity by the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator No. SC025366. 

 

TRAINING AND AWARENESS 
 

Families Outside continues to conduct training for new 
recruits at the Scottish Prison Service and Lothian & 
Borders Police as well as awareness-raising as part of the 
Life/Time project in Lothian & Borders secondary schools.  
Additional training and awareness-raising has included: 
 

� ACPOS (Assoc. of Chief Police Officers for Scotland) 
National Community Safety Sub-Group has set a date 
for us to address their quarterly meeting on 31 August.   

� Families Outside presented information to The Big 
Lottery Fund in London about the need for support for 
‘chaotic families’.  This was followed by small group 
discussions and feedback amongst 30 ‘key players’ 
from the Lottery Fund, academic community, and 
relevant non-statutory organisations.  This information 
will feed into the development of a new stream of 
Lottery funding targeted at vulnerable families. 

� We provided the keynote address for this year’s 
Chaplaincy Away Day for the SPS, focusing on 
resources available for chaplains in the event of a 
bereavement. 

� We conducted training for volunteers at the Prison 
Visitors’ Centre at HMP Perth. 

� We have also given a small numbers of talks to local 
interest groups such as faith communities and clubs, 
which has proved beneficial in stimulating interest as 
well as donations. 

 

Requests for input to reports and consultations in the last 
quarter have included: 
 

� Equal Opportunities Committee’s request for evidence 
regarding mental health care of female offenders; 

� Community Justice Authority three-year Area Plans for 
Glasgow, Lothian & Borders, and South West CJAs; 

� Draft SPS Young Offender Strategy; 
� The Inspectorate of Prosecution in Scotland and HM 

Inspectorate of Constabulary in Scotland’s Joint 
Thematic Report on Victims; 

� The Criminal Justice Social Work draft guidance for 
CJSW Reports; 

� NHS Vulnerable Families Pathway Project; 
� The Scottish Alliance for Children’s Rights research into 

Scotland’s compliance with the UN Convention on the 
Rights of the Child; 

� Scottish Legal Aid Board ‘Prison Advice Project’ 
Evaluation. 

HMP PETERHEAD POWERPOINT 
 

With the introduction of HMP Peterhead’s new visits waiting 
area, Families Outside was able to assist both practically and 
technically with the development of a welcoming PowerPoint 
presentation. This provides prison information, useful contact 
details and helpful guidance for families visiting their loved 
ones in prison. 

THE BIG DRAW 
 

Families Outside, in partnership 
with Action for Prisoners’ 
Families, will be promoting the 
‘Big Draw’ in Scotland’s prison 
establishments with the theme  
‘Family Visits on a Budget’.  For a ‘family friendly’ pack, call 
o131 557 9800 or e-mail admin@familiesoutside.org.uk 
 

The ‘Big Draw’ is run by The Campaign for Drawing, an 
independent charity that raises the profile of drawing as a 
tool for thought, creativity, social and cultural engagement. 

 

Families Outside  

Support & Information Helpline 
Freephone 0500 83 93 83 

support@familiesoutside.org.uk 

answerphone if not available 
 

GIVING FAMILIES A VOICE 
 

We are always looking for people who are willing to share 

their experiences of having a family member caught up in 

the criminal justice system.  If this is of interest, please let 

us know - we are always ready to hear your story. 
 

Tel  0131 557 9800    Email  admin@familiesoutside.org.uk 

MICHAEL & SHIRLEY HUNT CHARITABLE TRUST 
 

Families Outside recently secured a grant from the Michael 
& Shirley Hunt Charitable Trust for a family working with 
our ROOP Family Support Coordinator.  The donation will 
be used to improve and make safe the family’s back garden, 
vital work given the physical difficulties they experience. 

‘ENQUIRE’ BLOG  
 

A blog entry has recently been setup by Enquire on support at 
school for children with a parent in prison.  The blog gets 
20,000 hits per month – a useful tool to promote this issue.  
 

http://www.enquire.org.uk/youngpeople/wordpress/?p=768 

 


