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‘NOT MY CRIME, STILL MY SENTENCE’ - Children of Prisoners Europe (COPE) 
Annual Campaign 

Families Outside was pleased to play an active part in this year’s ’Not My Crime, Still My 
Sentence’ campaign led by Children of Prisoners Europe (COPE).  The purpose of the 
campaign is to inform, raise awareness about, and draw attention to the rights and needs 
of children separated from a parent in prison.  This included gathering views from 
children, along with partner organisations such as The Croft, about what would make their  

situation better, then putting these thoughts on postcards.  The postcards 
were sent to Members of European Parliament to raise their awareness of 
issues for children of prisoners throughout Europe.  Comments from 
children included: 
 

“I want to take my toys to show dad!” 

“I wish my dad could see my school!” 

“I wish my mummy was with me all the time and not in jail!” 

“I want to watch my favourite movie with Dad.”   

We were also delighted for COPE to use our 27,000 Voices video to make a 
new animation called 800,000 Voices to raise awareness of children’s 
experiences of having a family member in prison, now translated into 
French, Italian, Norwegian & Dutch. The new animation was shown recently 

at the 20th Council of Europe Conference of Directors of Prisons and Probation Services in Bucharest, along with our Reversible Thinking 
video. Families Outside is now a member of the Board of Children of Prisoners Europe—a role we were very pleased to accept in view of 
the parallels in our aims and the learning we give and receive with like-minded organisations elsewhere.  We look forward to continuing 
our work with COPE to improve support for children affected by imprisonment everywhere. 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/fo                  EASYFUNDRAISING                  http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/fo 
Support Families Outside for free when shopping online with over 600 retailers including Amazon, eBay, Tesco, Argos, Next, M&S, 
John Lewis, Debenhams, HMV, Vodaphone, Play.com, The Body Shop, Interflora, Comet, DELL and many many more… 

JOB VACANCY – FAMILY SUPPORT COORDINATORS 
 

We currently have two employment vacancies with Families 

Outside, both for the role of Family Support Coordinator in two 

different areas of Scotland.  Each post is to be contracted for 21 

hours per week on the SJC salary scale AP4/5 (starting salary 

£25,658 pro rata).  Each of the two contracts will initially be a 

twelve month appointment with scope for renewal. 
 

Both roles require the successful candidate to provide direct 

information and support to families affected by imprisonment, 

liaising with prisons and other regional organisations to train 

and promote awareness of issues and services for families. 
 

Family Support Coordinator, Tayside 
Currently based in Dundee and covering the Tayside area 
 

Family Support Coordinator, South West Scotland 
Provisionally based in Kilmarnock and covering S.W. Scotland 
 

Application packs for both posts can be downloaded HERE.  The 

job descriptions for each post can also be viewed, something we 

would strongly advise prior to completing your application. 
 

Closing date:   5pm Thursday, 6 August 2015  

Interviews:   Wednesday, 12 August for Tayside 

   Friday 14 August for SW Scotland 

IN MEMORIAM 
 

It is with great sadness that we learned in recent months of 
the passing of three people who worked with and supported 
Families Outside. 
 

Neil Allan was seconded to Families Outside to take on the 
role of coordinating our pool of volunteers, a job for which we 
were very grateful for Neil’s input. It was only recently after 
the end of his placement with Families Outside that we 
learned of his untimely death. Our thoughts are with Neil’s 
family and friends at this difficult time. 
 

Marjory Russell joined the Board of Families Outside in 2006 
and served as an active Trustee for five years, providing 
advice, thought and insight which was of immense value to 
both her fellow Trustees and the staff of Families Outside.  
We will miss Marjory’s infectious sense of humour and her 
unrelenting enthusiasm and dedication in supporting families 
affected by imprisonment. 
 

Fiona Punton also dedicated time to the Board, bringing in her 
expertise from the Church of Scotland as well as personal 
interest in the difficulties families of people in prison face.  
She devoted hours of her time and energy to supporting 
families at our Prison Visitors’ Centre at HMP Addiewell and, 
along with Neil and Marjory, will be sorely missed. 

http://www.familiesoutside.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/familiesoutside
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Families-Outside/185872184769712
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https://vimeo.com/96077929
https://vimeo.com/128154625
https://vimeo.com/71246866
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
http://www.familiesoutside.org.uk/job-vacancy-family-support-coordinators/
http://vimeo.com/familiesoutside
http://childrenofprisoners.eu/2015/06/02/not-my-crime-still-my-sentence/


BOARD MEMBERSHIP - SEEKING A LEGAL EAGLE 
 

Families Outside is looking for a dynamic, motivated individual, 
committed to the values and ethics of the organisation and with 
a passion to promote an excellent service to families affected by 
imprisonment. We are looking for someone with sound skills 
and experience in charity law.  Quarterly Board meetings are 
held at venues across Edinburgh (March, June, September and 
December) and generally run from 10.30am until 1.30pm.   
 

For an application pack, please contact us at 13 Great King 
Street, Edinburgh, by email or tel. 0131 557 9800. 

Families Outside is a company limited by guarantee registered In Scotland No. 236539 and is recognised as a Scottish charity by the Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator No. SC025366. 

Families Outside  
Support & Information Helpline 
 

Freephone 0500 83 93 83 
answerphone if not available 
 

support@familiesoutside.org.uk 
 

SMS Text Service  60777 

Text Famout followed by your message 

SPONSORED WALK ALONG THE UNION CANAL 
 

On Saturday 26 September our Chairman, 
Don Millar, is planning to walk the 24 miles 
from HMYOI Polmont to HMP Edinburgh 
along the Union Canal.  Don will be doing 
this to raise funds for Families Outside, and 
to achieve the walk he will need a support 
team.  There are various ways that you can 
join in and get involved. 
 

Walkers - the complete walk will take around nine hours with 
breaks. Already signed up to do the whole distance are Don’s 10
-year old grandson, Joshua, and his forty-something father. The 
walk can be undertaken in stages, and Don would really 
appreciate any support you can offer along the walk but 
particularly for the last six miles from Ratho. 
 

Stage One: Polmont - Linlithgow, 6 miles from 8am to 10am. 
Stage Two: Linlithgow - Broxburn, 8 miles from 10am to 1pm 
Stage Three: Broxburn - Ratho, 4 miles from 1.30pm to 3pm 
Stage Four: Ratho - Saughton, 6 miles from 3pm to 5pm 
 

Transportation/Back up - the walk will start at 8am at HMYOI 
Polmont near Falkirk. Transport will be required to get the 
walkers to the start and back up along the route to pick up 
stragglers and stage walkers, returning them to their vehicles. 
 

Catering - in order to be carrying as little as possible, it would 
be great to have catering arriving at key points along the route 
e.g. bacon rolls at Linlithgow, lunch snacks at Broxburn, and 
afternoon tea and cake at Ratho. 
 

Supporters - from late August, supporters will be needed, ready 
to give publicity and to seek sponsorship for the walkers. On the 
day, are you prepared to pop up and cheer us on at any point 
along the route? 
 

Get Involved - let us know what you are willing to sign up by 
emailing us at admin@familiesoutside.org.uk We look forward 
to hearing from you! 

CINEPHILE’S CORNER  
 

‘Sherrybaby’ (2006, Cert. 15) is a hard-
hitting film which tells the story of 
Sherry Swanson, who returns home 
after serving a three-year prison 
sentence. It documents not only her 
own struggles with substance misuse 
and relationships, but also the difficulty 
in re-establishing a connection with her 
young daughter, who has been in the 
care of Sherry’s brother and sister-in-
law.  The film is particularly good at 
showing the difficulty the family has in trusting Sherry in the 
care of her child as well as showing the reasons Sherry may 
have entered into addiction and offending in the first place.  
‘Sherrybaby’ is a useful tool for discussing the issues facing 
women who offend and what support they may need to 
resume their lives and family relationships outside. 

ANOTHER FUN-FILLED CEILIDH! 
 

It was another fantastic night on 11 June, filled with dancing, 
music, prizes and fundraising.  Attended by over one hundred 
revelers, the evening raised £890 for Families Outside, thanks to 
ticket sales and an vast array of fabulous raffle prizes.  Our 
thanks for these prizes go to Hobbs, Dalmeny Country House 
Hotel, Jupiter Artland, HMPs Barlinnie, Edinburgh, Kilmarnock 
and Greenock, and the many more who stepped in to help out 
(sorry - would love to mention you all).  Run in conjunction with 
the annual Children of Prisoners Europe (COPE) campaign, ‘Not 
my Crime, Still my Sentence’, the ceilidh was a great way of 
increasing awareness, raising money, and of course having fun! 

SAVE THE DATE!  NATIONAL CONFERENCE 2015 
 

Families Outside will be hosting its next 
conference at the Perth Concert Hall on 
Tuesday 1 December 2015.  With the 
title By Families, For Families, the event 
will focus on the experiences of families 
affected by imprisonment with the 
families themselves taking the lead in the day’s proceedings. 
 

A large part of the day will focus on prison- and non-prison 
based projects run for (and sometimes by) families, as well as 
looking at kinship care, mental health, preparation for release, 
and much more.  This will include two sets of round table 
discussions, led and covering issues chosen by families 
themselves.  Pencil it in your diaries… more to follow! 

SUPPORT & INFORMATION HELPLINE 
 

The Families Outside Support & Information 

Helpline is an independent support service 

for families affected by imprisonment in 

Scotland.   
 

As the only Scottish-based helpline for these 

vulnerable families, it is the gateway into a full range of 

bespoke support as well as direct links into policy, practice, 

and training. Our fully trained staff can help and support 

families and the professionals working with them with any 

questions or concerns on a range of issues, including: 
 

Housing Money worries Social Welfare  Travel 
 

Children Emotional support Mental Health Visits 
 

--- FREEPHONE 0500 83 93 83 --- 
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